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The ,nside Filr, Project has so far run twi(e once in
HMp Wandsworth and once in HMP Roahester
Young OffendeE lnstitution. The aim o, the
paoiect ir to act as a (ounter h€qemonic
intervention utilizing popular culture within a
particular strand of the media (film) es a vehide to
develop a language that is analytiel and
adequate to understandinq the social
determinants thal affect all our livest but whose
impact and consequenc$ vary depending upon
the social (lass to whirh we belohg to. tt is the
possibility of putting this lnderstanding and this
language into practice thal has the potential to
lead to a transformation in personal
consciousness and this xransformation in peBora,
consciousness creates the possibility of a critical
interartion with the soaial wodd,

This paper detaih the work of the proiect and
considers the ways in which film can be used within
prison education as a means of engaging people
serving prison sentences in ways that more tradltional
subjects are unable to do. lt also presents some ideas
concerninq a class speciJic education that
acknowledges the majority of prjsoners are working
class and therefore their experience ol formal education
is one of alienation'from a syirem constructed for the
benefit o{ the middle classes in which the odds are
stacked against them succeeding.3

The /rsde /:iim prole.t enables the prisoners taking
pan in the course to make their own {ilms this is

achieved by running practicai workshops where they
learn to use a film camea and to edit thehfilms. Before
these pracrical sessions, the first six week or so of the
couBe explores the theoretical and hjstoricalaspects of
fllm and Jiimmaking. lt is our contention that without
this grounding the students takinq part in the prolect
uncritically mimic the established filmrc practices they
are familiarwlth from watching mainstream movies and
television. Thls tnsistence on the theoretical and
historical is not a sterile educational requirement but a

r€.oqn tion that \r',,e exist n a $,or d ,.i/here \re aTe

connantly bombarded v!th medl: images and thrt if
order to make serse of these rnages and lhe purposes
they s€rve, we need to be able ro engage crt (ally\alth
them'Alter the lheoretica sessions afd before f mrng
begins the siudeals take part tn deas sesg ons where
they discuss (and arqle about) the k nd of fim they
woLrd lke to make, whatthe sLrbjecl matter wr beand
whal form the lim w ltake. These 5e5sons have been
rv€y and oud as by thit point the nudents have a

begLrn to develop deas abolt ho\/ they want thelr
f ms to ook. For 5om€ oi the stLrdenis these deas w
have been inf Lrenced lry the pre.€d nq theoreti.a
5essions where they were exposed to th€ k nd oJ
iimmak n9 that they m gh1 not leleraly have the
cpportun ty to vew.r lt s interestinq to $/itners rnthe
d scuts ons thattake pl;ce dLrr ng th€se 5e5s on9 (urhr(h

are only a few we€ks ntothe course) a recogn ton that
lhe ma nstream dorn nant fi m produ.t i5 not the on y
opt on available, thi! consideratloi oi other po5s b lties
tak€s place not on y at the leve oJ {orm but a so in
relaton to repr€lenlations of gender, clar and race

Thrs tugqelt! a coqfiive 5h ft on th€ parl of the
stLrdents towards areas not prevourly €xp ored The
wi lngnegs oi the students to exp or€ the5e olhe. areas
rndicat€! thar it 5 not a re uctan.e on ih-. part of the
nudent! that has prevented an enqagemefi wth
allernatve form! ol I lrnmakrng but evd€n.e of the
iestrlcted .ho.es ava lable in th€ ar€a ol .u tura
resour.€s. Of.ourse at ths poinr rhe.ogntve shllt
re ates to the spe.lJic area of 1r ri but l\,!ou d argLre th e

shft prodLrces the poteniial for at€rnatrves to
heqemonrc modps of th nking to be genera ljed t.

When a dec:s;on has b€en rnade about r,h;! k nC

oF I lm they wou d ike to make the students vvrite th€
scripts, n.ryboard the r fi ms and .asl them Afler
which lhey ad n, d re.t, shool and ed t tae rf ms. The
postproducton pro.ess a so a cy6 for add ng mu! c,

iound effects and 5peca effe.ts. Althrough tht
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procesj the students are exposed to a ternatve! lhal

differ fron-r the ma nstrearn domiranl llmr.al(ng
straleg e5 .onsequentiy there s a need to engaqe wirh

the5e alternali\les and lorh nk aboutwh ch ones rerves

ben the f lm they \,1/ th to mak€

The nsisten.e on the theoretca cornpon€nt of the

courge 9r€sentt us !fth one of the dialectca tenslons

nherent n the orolect. we ac,:€pt as v3luabe th€

pop.a r"p 1._'"Dr,,O.o a'.o. o o'p'oo'6
that n howeler a dittorted lorm
th5 popular tultLrre does dea

$,th the lery real needs, dee r€e

and conlradictrons exnlng firith n

(apita 5rn atthe present moment

and therefore d€mands to be

engaged w1h n a selous way

But we are at the same tLrne

offe. og 1ne nudents alt€rnatve
methods of engag nq and

pro.ess ng$at.uLture in order to
relect the way in which that
cultLire postion! them t i5 bY

Lha enqlng the dom nant

worldview and the normdti!e
povrer of dom nant

r€presentatlon5 thal the Potent a

lo transiorm the way n wh ch

they vew th€ word and bY

exten5 on the \tay in \\rh ch they

a.t in the world cornes into
be nq This meld nq oftheoryand
pracll.€ - thit Praxis creates

a space betvveen the estab shed

and the possibe rn whjch those

takn! part ln the Protect.an
develop (a I m ted) Personal
aqency 3nd it s the Pracrce oi
agency wh (h the Prole(t works

to foner t is through Praxis lhat
we are able to comb ne the \r\ray

By engaging
critically with their

lives not just as

individuals but as
part of a wider

society, by reflecting
on their experiences

in that society, by
considering

alternatives to their
present mode of

being in the world,
the students can
begin to act upon
the world in ways

that can bring
about change.

of f m anqLage and are fanrrliar w1h llrnc
convenlrons (becalse th€y tpend so r.ru.h oi their nme

Walching f lm!) Theyarrve on the course wth a shared

knovr'€dg€ of film, of the .odes and con''entLons that

are rn p a(e lo iepresen! pr 9lrne15, the viork ng c ast€5,

. rl arrp.e.' g"'oe, o'0114\1o..,
whlch ma nstr€am i lms are edited, it and t.cred (€ven

f thele are not the ierm! th€y vr'ou d l]se to articu ate

thi5 kno."!Ledq-") LLke a I of Lis they hale nlerna ised

many of the va ues .nd attitudes
that are Presented through th-'
med um o'f ma nstreanr fims, ry
and other meda oLrl ets Lt is

these valu€s afd att tude5 that
w€ atlempt to analyse and to
decon5iruct emPhas s ng the

mportance of qLresl onlng,,"1hcse

!a Lres we ar€ being atked to
aca€pt when ,r',e watch an
'ente a oment f lm, what and

whose pLJrpo5e do lhos€ valu€s

ser\,€5, !vhat krnd of lifesty e t
belng glven egir macY and whose

so(iaLrea ty is be nq den qrated oI
qnored?

A rad ca p€dago-oy offl'r ls

notlutt a rnatler ofihe Pnloner
produ. ng iilms thai deal wth
the polt.s of workLng ( ass ile
n a more authent;c waY,

re\fuork nq the nher i€d
conventions of th€ dom nart
c!llure altho!gh oi co!rse thai s

€x:.tly what thes€ I ms do ( arn

here colapsing lhe categorie5 oi
priioner and workrng clas5es

because lh nk t s mportart to
a.kno\,! edge lhat the vast

malort\, of Plisoners are work.q
.ass and that the reasons they

we lve our i!e5 with th€ ab Lity to reilecr upon on why

we |\,e th€m n the way thal we do

It s this combinaton of what Gramsc .alled
'be nq' .nd ihnkng that creale5 the possibltv for

both roclal and personalagency'By e.qaqing .rit caly

with therr lives not tust a5 nd vdLra s blt as pan cf a

wlrler socrety, by ref e.t ng on lhelr experrenLe5 in that

ro. ely, by .onsrdering alternat v€s to thelr present

mode oi be!nq n the worid, the stLrdents can begin to

act upon th€ word n way! that can brng about
(hange

Mon of the prisonels who have taken pad in the

/niide Frm proiec! akeady have an extensive knowjedge

f nd th€mselles n pr eon is because of th€ir .espons€5

to workinq c ass li€ in a cap ta st 5oc ely) t s a !o a

que5tion of .ha ienging ihe values and deoLog .aL

pr;ctl.e! of a .ap taln 5o.rety and aborl creai nq

spacee n ',!hlch to achieve th 5 alm thl5 means there

must be an attempt to constrLrct a qeograph ca space

w th n the confines of the pr so., a 5p:'e
differenliatecl from the usua educat on provisron and

3 cognltrve sp.(e that Ls abl€ tc .ons dei Ciff'rent
pe6p€.tves wthin these tpacet the pr loners .an

creJte therr or,!n replesentations ol the:r own lver'

provide evlden.e of their daiy experience5 both 'sde
afd oLrtsde o1 the prlson ard thereby .hallenge

tram5.i, A (197r)se/e.tiontFron rhcPriJonNo.€boo&tof
Nowel Smlh London Lawrenre and W shan op:23 124

edfed a.a trannated bvOulnton Hoare and 6eoinev
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astumpt ont of work ng class p€ople, workinq . a55

ile and ot coirr!€ pr loners
'Ih s cannot be a,:hrev€d throlgh films madeabout

th€ work ng r a5s and prlloners that are mediated by
the ife exper enaes and a!5Lrript on5 of m dd € clas5

prof€ss onais who make fi mi tc be shown on ihe art
holse / .ompet rlon c rcu t t can only be done by
creating these spa.e! n wh ch th€ workinq.a5s person

can calm an agency that has to a gr€at€r or e!!er
dFqJ"p b"F d" pdrho no o,- ! .6s rr.??o'
an dea nir attempi to.am makng a f m aboul
pe6on.lexper€ncet s going to .hanqe everythinq, but
the pedaqoqrc va ue oi tak fg popu ar cu tlre serously
and .reat nq spar:€s lor the prisoners to access the r

flm 8rl, E ot(Stephen Da dry 2000)be,ng a s gn frcant

"a_P6 'rrdor , .\or o 6'r'o o.-ogood 4 o
slccped, to be happy s to oro\re awayirom hrs wo k nS

cass community and b€come a. . bal€1danc€r Other
mainnre;m fi ms such as M/ Falr l.rdy (George Cukor
1914) at Pretty Vt/onan i.Cary f,1a6ha 1990) are a so
premLsed on the nolron rhat to be successfLr, to be
va ued s to be m ddle . als 'Th s connr!.i on oJ

wolkrng clats (u ture as a.k ng, as an obstrurion to
fulf lm€nt afd a better lfe fufct ons not only at an
atta.k on wcrking . ass ind vidlels who m!n elentually
accept that their ives are nasty, brLrtrsh and chaot c

which theyvery wel m ght be-and .hoo5€ to rake f ight
from those lves, eallng behind the peop e !",,ho thev

ou/n erp€r en.€s lies n the
pots b ity of produ( ng ,:omplex

representat ons wih the powe.
to reverge homogen linq
repre5,ontat ons of the workrng
1:e9ses t s aso concerned wth
[reat ng r:uitural artefacts that
can be owned and ln the pro.ess

those taknq pa( can move
towards be ng 5uble.ts rather
than objects.

Acce55 to the means of
rePresentatron s den ed th€
workrnq clastes rn genera but n

partcu ar the ee.tioll o{ the
working cais that make up lhe
pr son popu at on where thoge
ins d€ the prlson are def ned by

It is also concerned
with creating

cultural artefacts
that can be owned
and in the process

those taking part
can move towards

being subjects
rather than objects.

have growl-r up virth, lved wrih,
erperenced lherr lves wth thrs

attack encornpasseg the work ng

casses as a whoie and ccnstruats
them as a lhreat to al
respectabi ty, a danger to oihert
ind a hLrrden .n the 1.f..'r Thls

drslourse ha5 be.omp
€ntren.hed \"/ithin lhe nsl tLrtiont

of polit cs, the med:a a.d
educatroi.' of couT5e t !
mperat ve rhat rh6 people

surro!nd ng the pergof Who has

the means to escape a so

re.ognises th s, so ti Bily Eliath)t
father and brothe. are brought to
see the error oi therr,,,/ays (try ng

to keep Bi y n the.ommurity in
the cr me they have commltted Th€ r irve5 are narrated
by otheB, th€ r actlon! decoatextulised to ft into
rateqorie5 of cr me and sentencing They are not in a

positcn to, neither do they have th€ ponr€r to, d re.rly
]:halenge th€ $,ays n wh.h they are.onnrircted by
-,ro " ^ro h. 6 .L .. po/ 6 , mo.F . po, rd,
edLr(ator9, lo!ina sts, the egal synem. A of these
groUps repregent the f/ork]ng aiaslet n \"/.ysthatshare
many a5surnpt ons about workfq ca5s life and
vlorking cia5s peopl€ and wh.h re.r€ale the hlerarchr
norms that a ow pTgoneTr 10 b€ [ateqors€C and

o..aoo/ a moota o.6.po. 8..-.. 
^drwh ch Ile s a.tually ved .nd experienced by the

prison€rs might bear little re5eflrblance to these

With n the mainnream m€dia workrng . a1s fe 1

mony representeC a5lacklnq n anV cu t!ral cap t. , the

\rhich they lve and \,vhich ha5 been dest.oypd by rhe
po ic e5 oi the Thatcher qovernment)ard m!rt sacrfce
B lly and thenneves for the sake of h s own good urir ah

of courge means eaving b€h nd the c d nduna a sed

no(h and mak ng a 1rf€ lor h mself n th€ nodern

As 5keqqe ponts ol]t this means thdt ary
engaqenrentwilh the siruatures thai create requa !tes
(an be avoided v,rh € th€le r€presentatrons sh ft the
b ame for educat on. Ia ure and .nrne onto th€ .ullure
ol thework ng classes.'' lwou d gofurther Whatthere
.epresentatonr also do s to deny the poss br ty oJ a

coli€,:t ve solution lo work nq c a55 depr \,at on and
h.rdship -the protaqon sts of these fi ms, throLrqh
hard work, good lu(k, or . the case of the workrng
casswoman, good look5'es.ape the,.,/orkinq.a5ses

o-t 6 oq ,e.6-r o,.... 6.a!6

a
9

5ke9!5,3 (2004)Clasr se/t c!/ru@ Ab nqdon: Roltedqe p9!

th5ha5be.omeapparenrwirhinthepresenrdE.ou6!olrheConsetuat!eLiberaDemod..oaironqovemmefiino.Cprlollnrfy
the pub . 5eru .e .urs $.r .re lrein! mpemented

or.o!re !!hat these rrrs are n.apab e ol do n! n dealng s tr the.omplelii e5 ol mov nq up th€ 5o.b l.ddlr jun gett.! n
bett€rlob/an edu.arion and the advantaqer those thiiqr brinq in.ur so. €ty doe5 nct m-oan that ir s ponible io eave behiid the.as
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comp ete subs€fr'€n.€ to the dem.nds of a capta[n
syeiem Thes€ up ftnq store! oi one {e beng
mprov€d and ved n Lurury and .omfon l€aves

unangwered the qlesron of . those other hard

work ng people who are eft behind to sLrffel the
lndiqnites, deprvatons and nequalties o'f mlr.h
\/orking class l{e

This negatron and denigrat on of work ng .lass

rirlture is of couEe not on y apparent n the symbol.
rea m of repr€sentation, t a so f uact ons oo a mater al

leve n the ivad exper ences of the r/ork nq ( ass lfe
One of th€ pace5 wher€ t is rnost apparent s n lhe

thLs has become more pronoLrn.ed over the asl 30
yearsrWth the ro ln9 back of the We fare nate and the

ravages of neo I ber;l sm talkinq its ro I \,vork ng class

poverly and deprvaton have becone n.ressngy
.rlrnrna sed whrie at the sa,ri-o t me .nm€9 conlmltted
by the m dC e c ass€s ar€ obflrscated or qnored as loe
5 rnans has pc nled out

edur:atrof system where klds

from backqround! where
Shakespeare and Literature are

not valued are 5€1 up to fai in a
synem where the acqu ston of
an understandlng of the5e
rLltura lorms s considered to be

rhe hiqhen of educat ona
achrevements Therefore the
forinat on of worl ng .lass
.on5. outness and the
pos tlon ng of workrng class

ch Ldren take place n instirut ons
wherethe r lves and experiences
have at ben No value anC at
worlt ar€ .omp etely rele.ted
Unde6tandably for most
working .lass .hlldren the r

exp€r enae o'f eduaaton s ofe oi
a renaton as Drane Reay puts lt

Ihe Lonsa.rt baffage af publidty araund
benefit fraud compared ta the angatng
silente arcund middle class fraud and tax
evasion remains the .lassrc exarnple af haw

the cinte ptablern is

idealogGily .ansttucted bl
the nalaritt of politi(iafi,
media .anmentatus and

By the time the
working class person

arrives in the
education

department of a
prison the idea that
education can be

rewarding,
interesting or

worthwhile has

been thoroughly
extinguished.

W thin th s formLrlat on o{
the workrnq c ast-"s as 5o.ral
prob em lrather than a5 v.tim!
oi the neo bera p!15uit ol
prof ts) representat ons of the
workinq .Lass have become
increas nq y l xed dnd stat a

leavlng very lttle room 1,r

nanoeuvre n contrast to the
m ddle c as5e5 who are

represented a5 mobile both
q,"oqraph .aly :nd nte ectua ly.

The workinq .lass€s h;ve
become inrreaslnqy frerj I rmly

\,rthn a Lmrted nunber ol
gpaces - often the s nk estate

or the street5, I th€ .ase of
workrg.lass youth aid o1 (ourre th€ prson'Th s s

part cu arly true of represental ons of the wolk ng

c asges by both f ct onal and documentary fr mmakers

and ournalist', verv few oi whom are from the
workrag classes Conrequent y th€lr repregentations ol
the work ng 1: asres cdnnot but fa I to be nac.urat€.
Th s rmrted Express on of work ng clas5 fe wou d

arqu€ is becauselhose reprerent nq the worklng c ass

often have no und€rstand ng and cr!.i.ly no
erperience ol working clas5 rfe Eut it is the naqes of
workinq class lfe 3nd ol .rLme produ.ed by p,"6p -"

wth no experience of ihat klnd oi ife that are
circu ated by the med a and become the domliaft
decontextu ised mages wth whr,:h people assoclale

the workrng clats€s.

The e.iucatianal system B
rarely abaut pasitive
affirnatian fot the warkingclasses They area
fat greater risk ol lostng rather than finding
thenselves, af bath being unable ta canstru.t
a sucessful L.eahet i.)entitt and feeltg that
thei working class rcats and sense af self
have na value in a @ntext where working
class culture and identin/ is corJtrucLld a5 a

hindran.e to academ)c ach;evemenl '

By the time the \/orkrng c ass p€rron arrves in the
education department of a prson the dea that
educat on can be rewardiaq, nter€st nq or worthwhile
ha5 b€€n thorough y extlnguithed

Historcally one ol the ways that th€ working c ass

has often been represented s a5 a soc al problem and

l2 Re.y, D. (2009) Marrg Je, r af whne hbtliffJ Cla$ t.)n.leE hievernlrr n J/ernJJo, K \edl) who cat t abarl the \t/hiie \lokinq
a/as? Runnymed. Trun p 25

1, 5im,l hnp//dwwaternalvEr2p,isonik.omlo New LrbouE LirJ ann Order Ctusade km
(A..ened 2l 06l0) ithelamean.leheasop..is.utrhal.orp.ratefraudandVATiraud.oantn.llKblio.:olDou..lsea.ll
yearin osl reverle.

U Fo. : w dEr ds.u$ron of tlre issue ol nob q and.l?$ 5ee slells np. 1 p 55 60
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There are var olr5 olt ets lor thpses images to
.rculate afd b€.omefxed jn th€ popular magtnaton
Among them is the reporr ng of .rime by the

dT 6a. 1 o^. progo--o .te.d'oL ga.o
cr me series on our TV and rn re; ty ry proqrammes
llrch as Pol1.8, CameG, Acttan. And of course rhe
mainstream Ho ywood f lrn. n these v suai regrrner of
crime and punishment the workinq casses are
assoc ated wth crme ard mpri3onment sseenatthe
soluton to the 5ocal afd e,:onomic it that are
threarenlnq to overrui our sociery.

These medra representatons of the $/ork ng { lass
.omplment other d l.urtive conltru.tons of the
work ng . astes aarois
mult va.;ate nrands of pubic
d scourse so Jor nstance we can
frnd examplee oi the den gration
of work ng class clrrtur€ alld the
b amrng o{ work.g r ass peop e

for the prob ems thar beset therr
lives n the spe€chee of
po lticianr, the pronoufcemenls
of edlrcationa rns and the
s€nt€nc nq po r. es of the
tud c ary. The .ondit on ng
process o'f repetltive
rernJorcerient .,.ross a range of
stes reEUts n an a..eptaf.e o{
the \/orking . asser as more
crim nally ncllned wh le denyinq
the transgreslions of wh ie-.o ar

I s the rght lo se]f
representaton thal lnside Film
attempts to prov de - the r qht
oi th€ prisoneE to repr€seni their
ov.,n ives and not to be
.onsigned to a eecondary

exDlorat on ol popLr ar .u ture as lLJst one atpe.t ol
dominant polit cal, econom c and deo og ca
heqemon c pract ces end refuses !o co!ntenan.€ iis
detachm€nt as lltst enleda nment.

ln 20115 the basrr sk ls agency assessment
recorded the reiut! of a lteracy 5urvey anlong
pr5one6 n England and Wales. They reported 6C per
cent oi the prson popu at on had a read rq ab rty
equ va ent to or ets thar a fve year o d .hlli The
pnson popu aton tands at aboul 86,000 fr'1ore rhan
three quariers of prsoners cannot read or wrte to the
standard expected of an I 1 yearold .hid, ha 1 of al
pnsoners do not have the sk It requirerj by 96 per ce|r

oflob5. On y one in f ve peop e r".

prson are able to comp€t€ a lob
aPprcaton form ''

These f qures are not
defin tve - repc(s o{ ltera.y
evels fuctuate blrr t sqereraly
accepted that tv\]o th rds of rh€
prson pop! atio, .annot read to
a siandard thal enab e thein to
underst.nd whal is qorng on
around them. Ihese f gures
suggest thal the prcv 5ion of
edlcatrona .olr6es designed to
dev€op teracy sk s olrh:ch
entar read;n9 and writ nq beyond
a c€rta n leveioi a.hrevement can
on y rea(h a very m ted nlmber
o{ Deople the fl norty cf the
pnson populatioi that has
a ready ach eved ac.eptable
leve s of tera.y sk lls Thie mea.ls
that by def:nition course! centred
on reading and writ n9 must
erclude th€ malor ty of priscners
who .annot wrte and these are

.haracter in dom nanl nafiatrves thar tituate therlr a5

the obstace to a better, lafer soc:ety. n representng
themse ves and thelr own €xp€r enceg th€ ltirdenls
.orie face to lar:e wth th€ rea ity of the r own tves
Not I the sente thatthey sudden y have access to how
d 1adr ) na
th s and awaren€ls wil not aher th€ fact of therr
pos t on ln the hierarchal nructur€s ol a class ndd€n
society Whai I lay claim to here 5 the possibiity of rhe
.ons deration of the r lives as part of a wider totality.
The pedagogr.alpractces of /nside Film emphas ses the
importanae of p;c nq dominant r€presentaton5 in the
widei ronten of the econom c system in wh ch they
6 tJ .' , O O' rF 'a oL.O. r p op.v Fer e.o-o^ |

and cu ture. This d ir ectrcal ana ys s ailows lor an

arguab y those who are the harden to rea.h Thts
exc us on wr on y repeat a pattern thal for many
people ser\, ng sentences in pr son has become the

The associaton oi wrttng wth sahool €!son9 a so
rarses rnother problem. I have already poirred out rhe

o o' 'e Paoo'' ' P
ha9 been an a enaing one. Enzensberqer c.lm€.ithar
'int m dation through ihe wrtten rr'/ord has remained a

^d" 
o,""o" o.o. o , r.. pr ., or e. o . 6 p. 1

advan.ed indunriaL coLrntre5 This is be.au!e nrcst
people earn lowrte n the Jormalsed s€tUng oJ schoc
in an authorrtarian en!ronmentwhere qood writnq i9

based upon nviolable ru €s that renr t n penalsaton if
th€y are brokef "
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The prison
population stands at
about 86,000 More
than three quarters
of prisoners cannot
read or write to the
standard expected
of an 1 1-year-old
child, half of all
prisoners do not

have the skills
required by 96 per

cent of jobs.



He arques that wrttng is a htghly format5ed
technique and of course Jor those n pnson th s nteans
sitting n ore place for however many hoLrrs the class
takes. This enforced nactiviry s rtseti not rlea for many
pr soners ,,vho have problem! wth concentraion. rrre
new m€d a forms do not .arry the we qht of these
'"J |o r o a, rop o.o

oo-r'.d.oeo ,i.epo.oalo rooo
away wirh the 'educattona pnvilege! and the .ultLrra
monopo y of the bourgeo s ntell qents a r to break
down the spec .lis€d cli\4s ons of aboLrr that ?x n
withln a caprratist soc ety and that ere normatis€d
4 i, - O.- F" 16, , .06,' e.d,o1.. p j, "r oo , ob.o^ r^". -..ooggdo.o .r_oor,o.o. -.o-.
and srruggles to 0nclerstand Walter Beflamin c a m€d
that {llnr - n it5 most posttve iorrn _ has ,a

destructiv€, cathartic aspecr the qu datron ci ihe
t'dd. o'.,r, r"'-" ,e, logD -o. ., o
- a o.,.\ oi .r 6 . .06r. rd,i g po .a. t._ aa I rn
project - fllm and I tm I, ewing s associaterj wth
pleasure and fi mmak ng offers a postt:ve vat dat on of
thelr cultural paetimes ofren not cons d€red .uirural
becau!€ the work ng .lass ndutges rhem tn Thev do'o .,.,o. .n a o ,, rrrd. rq ro oa pd, or r.D..',1,o o Foo'o o-a at,dro, oppr,J

Of cou6e am not ruggesting there is not a place
for the tea.hing of lteracy sk lls to thos€ serving pr sof

dm o | .o ,t \, d. \^a, oo. I

serve lhe needs of pr soner_

What is achjeved by teachin.t basic litera.r
sktlh ta thase thouqht ta be it neea ot tt-"-
when all that v.r'e are turning aut is burglars
wha cdn rcad and \\rite, pa.king plastic baqs
ar cleaning aut prison toilets Al these alone,
clo not in any sense, ftt an offendet to a
ptoductive life outside of ptison where crjne
may contLnue ta be seen as a mare attta.tjt/e

The pedaqoqtcaity .rucial issue at itale here is the
w:y in wh ch dominant repr€tentatrons nieract wiih
other pronrtnenr di5(o!r!e! rn order ro tnvire
dent:fcaton vr'ith a parrcuar wor d!]e,,ry \,vh e

o p oal . o I,o^ eoop o. 6 odoa- o1r .\ oooo .g
ones and wth the dtverse narratrves ess€nt a to a more
eqaltarlan so( ety. The ut lsatron of popr ar.Lrtule by

o.oa r-o.o.eoo I e - goq!n4..
o.. ...,6o.o^ole. ooo, € .o

ass n laton nto t The ft ms made by the 5tldents of
/rrlde Film are not early lncorpor:ted into ..a nnreairl
.u lure. Theirf nrs reqistlhts easy dentifratlon ,th the
dorninant cultrre Ey the r very ex nefce tae5e f tms
bring into qLrestion a5sumptrons about (rmn.s,
ed!aatron and pcpu ar c!lture and cructaly ra rts
attempt to remove the d vts ons oj labour bel,,veeil
.,O'- nao o,. oa. . . o d o .O 6 n.O o,e eo .g
demystfy the procer of f lmmaking

1 .ilaF.ts..,.a I oe.boo.\ .. .Jp" -
oI .ao;,e r" . .- o, p,o

edu.atof F m is a colle.l !e end€avour and the
5' .do.,r 

^10.o.6 
oo -,. .1e .-. d.. , p,o6 \oJ.'or-bo.or.."'. oooea.g.\ aer, olp. .e! o

range of job!, from s.r p1in9, storyboarding, shoot nE,
actrng ind €d trnq. lhey a work on €ach cther! 1ims.
There s no sirqle ,tea(hef, the drstn.rons b€tween
Ilmmakers/art !t/technr.ianl e.l!cator/ stLrderl are
broken down /rstde F/m utll ses the skils of a fumber
of practtto.er!t edtorg, s.riptL/r'riErs, a.tors, ;Ict

.olaboration wrlh the nuclent5 No one i! pa d There sfo nterference n !.,,hat th€ etudents wish to ftim
(obvcus y that can on y b€ trle nsofar .s we do noi
produ.e aiy nrat€rtalthar th€ prson authorites miqht
want to cenror). The f tms produced are the work of

Th€ approach of hslde Fllm 5 rhat cf a .er proca
pedagogv wher€ a those takinq pafi ccntr bLrte to the
creat on of sp€. f c k nd o{ know edqe a knowiedoe
'!d: oF o.5p .O. o .On ...

. eo.o.oo o ., .4

Further infornatrcn an tnside Filn is available at
ttttp I / v,4uw. n si d ef i I n arg
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Th€ /rs/de f/m .ourse E not jult cofcerr€C !!rth
tak ng the vew ng p€asure of the plsoners ser]oury
thatwoLrld resLrlt n a ceebraton oJ popularcutture for
no oiher re;son than it ie popuiar.!lture


